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Cyber Line 


Nigeria's Readiness for 
Broadcast Digitisation 


Digitisation, which is the conversion of the 
broadcast and communication systems from 
analogue to digital, is as an important global 
movement driven by the International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU). This 
movement will obviously revolutionise 
broadcasting worldwide. Digitisation improves 
the quality of reception and ensures a more 
efficient use of the spectrum, which is a scarce 
and finite natural resource belonging to all 
Nigerians, and held in trust by licensees. 
Digital migration allows television viewers 
enjoy improved picture and sound quality as 
broadcasters could offer several channels of 
programming in spectrum that previously was 
only able to transmit a single analogue 
channel. 

It was estimated that up to $49bn Digital 
Dividend service revenue would accrue to Gross 
Domestic Product, GDP, of economies in sub- 
Saharan Africa on the completion of the digital 
migration. The transition to digital terrestrial 
broadcasting will affect all segments in the 
broadcasting value chain, namely: content 
production, transmission and reception as all 
will require technical upgrading to support 
digital broadcasts. 

The Nigeria Broadcasting Commission (NBC) 
has encouraged cable Multichannel Multipoint 
Distribution Service (MMDS) and Direct to 
Home (DTH) operators to digitise their 
operations. All those operating in Nigeria are 
now transmitting digital signals. Pay TV 
platforms like DSTV, Gotv, Startimes, Consat, 
Daarsat, ACTV, and Montage Cable TV have 
flooded Nigeria's markets offering digital TV 
stations and signals based on subscriptions for 
the viewing pleasures of Nigerians. 

With countries like Kenya and Tanzania 
completing the broadcast digital migration, it is 


quite surprising that Nigeria has not been able to 
successfully meet up with ITU deadline for 
broadcast digital migration as a result of some 
anomalies and technicalities. On our cover 
story, the Director General of the National 
Broadcasting Commission (NBC), Emeka Mba 
intimates us on the gains of broadcast 
digitalization in Nigeria shedding light into the 
vast vistas of television signals, partnership and 
content initiatives provided by the migration. 
Galaxy Backbone as an Information and 
Communication Technology Service Provider 
that is wholly owned by the Federal 
Government of Nigeria is on the verge of 
playing a pivotal role in government enabled IT 
Development. If you want to catch a glimpse of 
how this is possible, check out our executive 
chat with Yusuf Kazaure, MD/CEO Galaxy 
Backbone. 

The news session is powerfully loaded with 
industry reports from the Nigeria 
Communication Commission (NCC) as Active 
Telephone Lines Hit 146m at the end of the first 
quarter of the year, National Information 
Technology Development Agency (NITDA), 
Top 10 Nigeria Tech Gurus as well as news from 
nooks and crannies of the continent to get you 
abreast with latest development on Africa cyber 
space. 


Enjoy your cyber reading sojourn! 
Hilary Damissah 
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Digital Transition Will 
Open New Economic 
Vista - EMEKA MBA 


Emeka Nkem Mba, the Director General of the National Broadcasting Commission 
(NBC) is considered by many as a leading visionary in the converged fields of broadcast 
media, entertainment, communication technology and regulatory policy management. 


With about 25 years cross functional experiences in the industry, his opinion surely 
commands attention. Recently in Lagos, the soft spoken but highly articulate NBC DG, 
speaks with Hilary Damissah on issues relating to the digital transition and its benefits, 
Nollywood and piracy among others. 


Excerpts 
cyber africa 


Tv Goes Mobile 


Over the years, television programming 
and viewership has continue to witness 
a whole lot of changes. Just about two 
decades back, we had television sets 
inform of big boxes. Today, if you got an 
ipad or smartphone, there is television 
all around us. 

Television is now mobile modified with 
your Samsung, LG phones, Nokia or 
many others you simply can watch TV 
on the go. Gone are the days when 
television stations normally open in the 
afternoon and close late at night after 
the late night movies show. The era 
when I do drag remote control with my 
daughter whenever I want to watch the 
network news or football matches is 
over now as my daughter can now 
watch the TV with her phones and 


laptop. 
Content as king in the digital era 


As a TV producer and content 
developer, you need to create contents 
that suit the target audience and all 
class of the society. Though there is a 
paradox that TV is dying as a result of 
the internet and broadband 
penetration, however, with the right 
content, we find more television 
channels now than in time past. The 
most important thing as it regards 
broadcast digitalization is content. 
What we intend doing at NBC with the 
digitalization, is to give broadcasters a 
digital platform to produce their 
contents. The competition for 
broadcasters is no longer local as was 
among Nigeria Television Authority, 
Channels Television, Africa 
Independent Television and the rest 
but it includes the inculcation of the 
use of mobile phones and internet to 
get access to your stations and 
contents. 

Digital technology is an insurgent 
technology that doesn't stay in one 
place but always dynamic and on the 
move. If you want to use the same tools 
and methods that you used during 
analogue broadcasting for digital 
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broadcast, you will surely fail. 


New Opportunities and Challenges 


Digitalisation certainly will require the 
need to upscale capacities and know- 
how. Generally broadcasters and 
particularly content producers will 
need greater intelligence, capabilities 
and innovation. The market will be 
determined by the viewers or audience 
and king. 

For instance, the case of Cool FM is 
that of innovation and digitalization 


Just like the telephone 
evolved from a fixed 
wired-landline, 
digitalisation has made 
TV become mobile too. 
TV now is no longer in 
the living room, it follows 
you everywhere, and it's 
in your brief case, 
tricycle, taxis, car, buses 
and pocket. 


can be explained with the radio station 
use of cameras such that listeners can 
view what is happening in the studio 
online. This bridges the thin line even 
between radio and television through 
convergence. There is content on one 
side, signal on the other side and the 
transmission on another side. What it 
will cost to own a television station 
during the analogue age is quite 
different from what it will now cost you 
to owna TV channel in a digital age. So 
it is a lot less to own a TV station now. 
There are diverse TV platforms now 
from the Pay Tv where you get High 
Definition (HD) pictures and signals 
based on monthly subscriptions. 

Now subscribers are moving from free- 
to-air television to Pay Tv asa result of 
the gradual and intending growth of 
Pay TV in the next 3 years. Digital 
transmission and transition is 
expected to have varieties, 
competition, commercial 
sustainability and the ability to do 
great things as Nigerians as far as 
content is concerned. The future 
prospect of digital broadcast is to 
deliver better quality signals in terms of 
audiovisuals and diverse connectivity 
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SIGNING OF MOU BETWEEN 
NITDA AND COVENANT UNIVERSITY 


platform on mobile phones, mobile digital 
television and Online which is important. 
In those days, we only had the Nigeria Television 
Authority anda few other TV stations but nowin 
Lagos alone we have over ten TV stations as 
everyone is producing something and this has 
changed the face of broadcasting in Nigeria. Just 
like the telephone evolved from a fixed wired- 
landline, digitalisation has made TV become 
mobile too. TV now is no longer in the living i, 
room, it follows you everywhere, and it's in your L-R Peter Jack DG, NITDA and Bishop David Oyedepo,Chancellor Covenant University 
brief case, tricycle, taxis, car, buses and pocket. ~ . 


Digitalisation will drive partnership 


The fundamental of good digital broadcasting is 
good story. If you like use the best HD camera to 
record, without a good story it becomes 
meaningless and a utopia media channel. A 
program production is all about education, 
information and entertainment. First, if a 
program does not entertain me or my child or 
you, it will not be able to inform and educate. The 
first thing in this age is to entertain and catch 
viewers attention and hopefully viewers might 
be informed and educated. 

If a program doesn't entertain me now, then 
forget it and I will move because there are more 
than other 50 channels to watch. In analogue 
broadcasting, every station stands on their own 
like Africa Independent Television, Nigeria 
Television Authority, Channels Television 
standing on their own, but in digital 
broadcasting, you cannot afford to stand on your 
own. 

In any case, you need something to carry you. In +4 
the digital era, everything you are trying to build bi 
is based on branding, if you like call it Career Tv, 


it is a brand. That's how to be successful in a Dr Bayero Agabi, President TMC, Bishop David Oyedepo, Chancellor CU, 
digital age, branding. If you want to just be on the Prof. Charles Ayo VC, CU and Hilary Damissah, Editor, Cyber Africa News 
space, you will be there, without branding, you 

won't be successful. Stations need to come —; * ” 


together to innovate. As a regulatory body, the 
National Broadcasting Commission will deliver 
digital TV to Nigerians. We will provide a digital 
free-to-air platform such as is available 
everywhere in the world today. Digital 
broadcasting can actually deal with the major 
problem of Nollywood which has to do with 
piracy based on subscriptions and pay per view. 
Finally, with digital broadcasting, everyone will 
be able to produce content thereby creating more 
opportunities with network of relationships. 
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Nigeria is on the path of 
Global Competitiveness in 
Digitalization -Kazaure 


As global economies rapidly transit into knowledge-driven enterprises, digital technologies have 
become key drivers of growth and development. This as part of the mission of Galaxy Backbone 
is to ensure the deployment of ICT infrastructure to bridge the digital divide in Nigeria. But just how 
well has the organization fared in helping government derive value from ICT investment, eliminating 
duplication, providing economy of scale, enhancing interoperability and promoting egovernment 
efficiency. Yusuf Kazure, the Managing Director and Chief Executive, Galaxy Backbone speaks 
with Editor, in this interview on our Executive Chat. 

Excerpts: 


— 
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It's about a decade down the line since 
the establishment of Galaxy Back 
bone, how would you describe the 
progress made so far. 

Honestly, I think Galaxy has had a 
positive impact on the country in 
general. Since its establishment, it has 
been able to create the enabling platform 
for Nigeria to commence its e- 
government initiative. As we speak, 
Galaxy has being able to connect all 
Federal Government Ministries, 
Departments and Agencies across the 
country and we are able to provide the 
platform to enable government function 
more efficiently and transparently so 
Galaxy has being quite successful in 
executing its mandate. 


Galaxy was recognized by United 
Nation with the Public Service 
Award, in driving e-government, 
what impact would that have on the 
future of Galaxy Backbone? 

I think the future of Galaxy Backbone is 
very bright, as we all know in Nigeria 
cucrentiv the ICT sector is sve of the 
fastest growing industry in perhaps 
second only to the most visible to us 
which is the financial sector. We are 
currently seeing a huge increase in the 
dependence of non- traditional forms of 
banking and payment etc that are driven 
by ICT. Galaxy Backbone is going to be 
at the core of enabling government to 
play its own part inthe scheme of things. 
When I say that, I mean government is 
going to be able to lead the citizens 
towards that same journey that would 
enable everything to become more 
digital and increase the country's 
competitiveness. 

Inthe past year, Nigeria's position in the 
global ranking for competitiveness 
increased slightly and several initiatives 
are going on currently that will see 
Nigeria in a huge leap and Galaxy 
Backbone will be the engine that would 


“cyber africa 


Executive Chat 


Galaxy Backbone 
is going to be at 
the core of 
enabling 
government to 
play its own part 
in the scheme 


of things. 


be driving that from government's 

8 8 
perspective and platform provider for 
government. 


As an engine driving government 
platform, to what extent would you 


say Galaxy has the needed 
infrastructure and capacity to achieve 
this go0a.2 

Great question! Right now, we are in the 
middle of a big expansion project we call 
“NIC TECH’ financial ICT 
infrastructure backbone. We are 
currently deploying this which is 
enabling us increase our current 
coverage in terms of fiber infrastructure, 
within Abuja where most of the core 
MDA's are located, as well as our data 
centre and hosting facilities, that would 
enable us recall transition from 
traditional data centre services provider 
and hosting provider for cloud services 
provider . By the time all these come 
online, I dare say that we will be in a 
position to surpass the immediate 
requirement of government 


1 


and be in a position to grow as quickly 
as the country would want to in the 
scheme of things. 


Talking about your data centre, and 
the unified email platform for public 
servants what does Galaxy Backbone 
have in place to ensure security of such 
data? 

The key value preposition that Galaxy 
Backbone brings to the table is security. 
In everything we do, the fact is that we 
are providing this platform that would 
host government data and you know 
how sensitive government data is, our 
own approach to the provision of these 
services is to be security centric in all 
ramifications. We have all the necessary 
hardware and software based type 
security framework and manage any risk 
that typically is associated with the 
deployment of such services. Am not 
saying that is 100 percent perfect. 
Obviously, there is a need to 
continuously evaluate the risk 
assessment and upgrade, beyond just 
having what we have in place, we have 
the process that continuously evaluate 
what we have against how we can 
continuously upgrade it and yes, I think 
we are ready as can be done by any 
organization or infrastructure service 
provider within the context of things. 


With the explosion in e-government, 
e-commerce, and other e-platforms, 
definitely Galaxy Backbone's 
responsibility gets more expansive, 
are there new partnership you are 
exploring locally and internationally 
to meet up with your responsibility? 

The beauty of ICT is that it is 
multifaceted such that you are forced to 
collaborate, nobody can do this in a 
vacuum and Galaxy Backbone 
epitomizes that from the beginning. is 
now made a conscious decision to 
remaina small organization and muchas 
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possible use partnership to be able to 
ensure that we provide our services in 
the most efficient manner . This 
partnership strained from international 
cable provider, inland cable providers, 
people who provide support at our 
remote locations, we have over 4000 
remote locations spread across this 
country but our self strength is nowhere 
near that because we depend on people 
who are competent in certain areas to 
partner with us to provide those 
services. So partnership is keyin ICT we 
have our way of delivering our services 
so far. 


You were at a point a head of sales in 
galaxy backbone, can you tell us how 
profitable galaxy backbone is to the 
government? 

That is a little complex in the sense that 
galaxy is not purely profit oriented in 
that sense and manner being owned by 
government, our primary customer is 
government our relationship would not 
allow us extract extra profit from 
government because it just does not 
make sense we would not be able to 
measure our success in being profitable 
what we measure our own success with 
is cost effectiveness and coverage those 
are the source of TPI's we drive towards 
. We don't think of ourselves as a purely 
oriented company. Galaxy on the other 
hand would have to go to those 
locations to ensure that government 
covers all the areas necessary to provide 
service to its primary customer that is 
“government’ ‘which is the average 
citizen of the country. 


So would you say you are making 
profit? 

I would say we are doing well, we are 
getting cost government to use. We are 
making a slight income that is 
sustainable. If you notice in the past 
many government policies established 


started and died within two years but 
here is galaxy backbone that has being 
running the same infrastructure and 
serving the same organizations for more 
than 8 years. 


Galaxy has a mandate, Kazaure has a 
mission what is your mission as the 
MDof galaxy for the past 4 years? 

As the MD of galaxy my mission is 
galaxy consolidating on the already 
preliminary infrastructure we have 
deployed. Mordernising it when we 
started this thing there was no talk 
about cloud computing and other 
platforms there was no talk about 
services being available anywhere, 
anyway, anytime, enabling mobility and 
things like that. So the challenge I am 
willing to confront. I want ICT to be at 
the centre driving that. 

Interagency relation is always an issue in 
terms of mandate overlapping, how 
much is galaxy doing to ensure that the 
agencies, relate or partner with, to drive 
and achieve a common objective. 

Ata large extent, the mandates are very 
clear, government goes through a lot of 
trouble. I am proud to say under the 
current leadership of minister of 
communication Dr. Omobola Johnson, 
she has been very firm about ensuring 
that the different agencies to their 
mandate setting them up. Previously, it 
could be seen like there were some 
reasons, people use to sit in different 
parent ministries some in 
communication and information that 
everybody is within the ministry and so 
far am seeing better collaboration 
among the agencies and this is only set to 
increase on becoming the MD. If you 
recall, before the advent of galaxy, 
government was spending a lot of money 
doing different initiatives that did not 
seem to enable government and e- 
government move forward it was being 
approached by different MDA's 
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Reports: Seun Oyediji 


NCS, Stakeholders Advocate Implementation 
of Cyber Security Act 


The urgent need for the speedy 
implementation of the cyber security act 
topped discussion at this year's edition 
of the Nigeria Computer Society (NCS) 
International Conference and Annual 
General Meeting which took place in 
Akure, Ondo State. 

In line with President Muhammad 
Buhari inaugural speech where he 


assured that the present administration 
would tackle issues around terrorism, 
financial and cyber crime among other 
challenges of the 21st century. 

Speakers at the conference with the 
theme, IT for Inclusive development 
noted that critical information 
infrastructure (CII) must be protected 
as an essential asset for national 
development and security. 


The immediate past President of the 
Nigeria Computer Society (NCS), Prof. 
David Adewunmi observed that 
appropriate legislation should be 
enacted to foster the development of 
Information Technology and IT enabled 
activities in Nigeria. 

The conference was used to address 
diverse issues which include innovation 
& leadership in IT, Cashless Society & 
e-Payment, Cloud Computing & Big 
Data, Social Networks among others. 
The role of IT in academics was not left 
out of the conference as students took 
part in ICT Wizkid Quiz Competition 
to test their mettle in IT questions and 
answetrs. 

A new leadership was also elected to 
steer the ship of Nigeria Computer 
Society with Prof. Adesola Aderounmu 
emerging as the new President of the 
body ahead of Chris Uwaje in the 
election. 

With the deliberations at the 
conference, it is hoped that practical 
actions will be put in place that will 
transform into genuine policy 
implementation for inclusive IT 
development in Nigeria. 


Aaron Ukodie Celebrates 3 Decades of ICT Journalism 


One of the foremost and pioneer ICT 
Journalist in the country, Aaron Ukodie 
has admonished young journalists to 
adhere to the ethics of the profession 
ahead of financial benefits or personal 
benefits in order to enhance the growth 
and better reportage of events and 
happenings in the sector. He stated this 
at the celebration of his 30 years in ICT 
Journalism which took place recently at 
Planet One in Lagos. The veteran ICT 
journalist also used the occasion launch 
three books entitled: The Privatization 
of NITEL: An Archetypal Government 
Agency, Nigeria's Path to ICT 
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Development and The Lead Story. 

Aaron Ukodie, a seasoned and 
accomplished journalist had before the 
liberalization of the telecommunication 
and the GSM revolution, taken serious 
interest to pioneer in specializing in the 
reporting of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) in 
Nigeria. For Ukodie, 2015 marks 30 
years of his journalism career in ICT 
sector, having started as 
Communications reporter in the 
Guardian in July 1985. Since then, he has 
put all his years of journalism in the 
sector, remaining steadfast and 


committed to reporting, educating and 
informing the populace, and making his 
modest contributions to one of the most 
vibrant sectors of the economy. 
Celebrating this occasion with Aaron 
Ukodie were a cream of ICT sector 
stakeholders and journalist which 
included; Dr. Bayero Agabi (President of 
Transatlantic Media Company), Dr 
Emmanuel Ekuwem (MD/CEO, 
Teledom Group), Mr Chris Uwaje 
(Connect Technologies), Engr. Gbenga 
Adebayo (President, ALTON), Engr. 
Lanre Ajayi (President, ATCON), Chief 
Leo Stan-Ekeh (CEO, Zinox Group) 
among others. 
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Phase3 Upgrades Network for High 
Performance Connectivity 


Stanley Jegede, CEO, Phase3 Telecom 


West Africa's largest independent fibre optic 
infrastructure and telecommunications services 
provider Phase3 Telecom says, in addition to previous 
solutions; it has commenced plans to ensure optimal 
performance of Smile Communications’ network. The 


focus is to amplify the company's service quality, 
broadband internet access and other communications 
offerings via clear channel upgrade. This upgrade further 
expands the scope of the on-going relationship between 
the companies as Phase3 continues to serve as Smile's 
telecoms infrastructure provider in the region. 

Smile, as one of Africa's top communications services 
company is now able to take greater advantage of 
Phase3's robust infrastructure, capacity, resilience and 
coverage to enhance its broadband service and product 
offerings. Connectivity over a dedicated link is better 
assured as Phase3 offers its services in several locations 
in the country. This development will reaffirm Smile's 
mission to ensure its customers ‘fully benefit from the 
internet world’. 

According to Phase3's Chief Executive Officer Stanley 
Jegede “as Smile's choice telecoms infrastructure 
provider; we will continue to ensure the company enjoys 
high and exceptional service quality. We are unflinching 
in our commitment to a dedicated network reach that 
deliver winning solutions to boost our client's 
experience as well as business objectives and goals for 
the region”. 

Jegede reiterates that Phase3 has a clear understanding 
of the value its services should bring to clients. Thus, the 
firm will continue to ensure existing and potential 
clients across West Africa leverage the investments it 
has made on its aerial fibre network for a secure, reliable 
and scalable infrastructure that provide affordable and 
flexible opportunities for businesses to grow and thrive 
regardless of location.” 


NCC Urges ICT Media on Professionalism 


Nigeria Communication 
Commission (NC@) has 
admonished ICT Journalists to 
adhere to their professional ethics in 
order to ensure objective reportage 
of trending issues in the information 
and communication technology 
sector. This was voiced by the 
Executive Vice Chairman (EVC) of 
NCC, Dr. Eugene Juwa during 
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Aaron Ukodie30 years of ICT 
Journalism and launch of books 
recently heldin Lagos. 

Juwa who was represented by 
Fumilola Akinode said that it was 
heartwarming that the ICT industry 
in Nigeria has witnessed a close 
watch by the media for the past 
thirty years, or more. He said it was 
erroneous to assume that the media 


started paying attention to the ICT 
industry very recently when Nigeria 
had a revolution in the industry in 
early 2001, when it began to count 
the number of lines available to the 
Nigerian population in millions. 
Speakers at the event admonished 
young Journalist to be professional 
in covering and delivery of vital 
information as it pertains to the 
development of the sector. 
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MTN SA Confirms 
Farroukh's resignation 
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MTN Group has 
announced the 
resignation of Ahmad 
Farroukh, CEO of MIN 
South Africa, which is 
effective 31 July 2015. 
“This was a difficult 
decision to take for 
Ahmad, but 
unavoidable due to 
personal and family 
reasons,” says MIN 
Group President and 
CEO, Sifiso Dabengwa. 
Mr. Farroukh joined 
MTN in 2006, with the 
acquisition ot 
Investcom. He has 
fulfilled several roles 
during his tenure with 
the Group. Farroukh is 


a former CEO of MIN 
Nigeria, and served in a 
similar role at MIN 
Ghana. Before assuming 
the role of Group Chief 
Operating Executive, he 
was Vice-President of 
the West and Central 
Africa (WECA) region. 
A successor to 
Farroukh will be 
announced as soon as 
the new appointment is 
finalised. 

“On behalf of the MIN 
leadership, we thank 
Ahma for his 
contribution and wish 
him success with his 
future endeavours,” 
concludes Dabengwa. 


Etisalat, DigitalSENSE Present Prizes to 
National Essay Competition Winners 


Two innovation-driven companies; 
Etisalat Nigeria and DigitalSENSE 
Africa Media, Friday, Friday in, 
Lagos presented prizes to the 
winners of the 2015 Nigeria 
DigitalsENSE Essay Competition. 
The essay competition which 
focused this year was on Net 
Neutrality and Nigerian Internet 
Users was non-restrictive, non- 
discriminatory, and designed for 
Nigerian students between the ages 
of 18 and 30. 

The Head, Environmental 
Compliance and Corporate Affairs, 
Etisalat Nigeria, Seyi Osunsede, in 
her keynote, said that Etisalat 
naturally aligns with DigitalSENSE 
Africa Media because of her 
innovations and creativity, 
emphasizing that innovation 
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changes the word. 

Representing the Vice President, 
Etisalat Nigeria, Mr. Ibrahim Dikko, 
Seyi said the essay competition is 
another way of encouraging 
innovation by the Etisalat in 
partnership with DigitalSENSE. 
The Etisalat DigitalSENSE 
Students Essay Competition, was 
organized by the DigitalsENSE 
Africa (DSA) Media in partnership 
with Etisalat Nigeria, the essay 
competition was conceptualized in 
2012 to encourage young men and 
women to make research on issues 
of the Internet and come up with 
innovative ideas to move the 
industry forward. 

The Executive Director, Operations, 
DSA, Mrs Nkemdilim Nweke, said 
the essay competition is part of this 
year's annual Nigeria DigitalSENSE 


Forum (NDSE) on Internet 
Governance for Development 
(I1G4D) which has the theme “ Net 
Neutrality and Nigerian Internet 
Users,” adding that it was designed 
to motivate the youth to explore 
opportunities on the internet as 
there are limitless positive benefits 
therein. 

The Group Executive Editor (GEE) 
and Lead Strategist, DSA, Mr. 
Remmy Nweke, said the company 
would continue to partner with 
Etisalat, being an innovative 
company. He underscored the fact 
that the criteria for assessment was 
based on understanding of the topic 
which is Internet Governance for 
Development and the topic for the 
year. 

This, he said should be anchored on 
the Nigerian environment, stressing 


16 


Airtel Nigeria unveils 


3-in-1 SIM card 


With the announcement of a new 
application challenge for startup 
developers by Bharti Airtel, Airtel 
Nigeria has now unveiled a 3-in-1 SIM 
card. 

According to Airtel Nigeria, the 3-in-1 
SIM card is intended to give 
smartphone users the freedom to 
switch devices and retain the same 
SIM card. 

The Airtel Smart SIM package 
comprises all three SIM card sizes, 
namely Micro, Standard and Nano. 
According to Airtel Nigeria, the aim is 
to make it convenient for customers to 
switch devices without having to get a 
new, different-sized SIM. 

Thel28KB SIM package is set to retail 
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closer to nature. 


less plastic. 
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for NGN 300. Consumers who 
purchase them will be able to access 
the Celltick applet, a value-added 
service that displays live content and 
marketing messages on the home 


that overall presentation is equally 
key to the general assessment, 
adding that the essay must be 
limited to 600 words, emphasizing 
that for now the essay is meant for 
Nigerian undergraduates even 
though secondary school students 
were not disenfranchised as long as 
they are upto 18 ofage. 

The GEE stated that apart from the 
award the Star Prize winner had the 
opportunity of attending the Nigeria 
Internet Governance Forum (NIGF) 
where he participated as Etisalat- 
DigitalSENSE Student Ambassador. 
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One of the judges for the essay 
competition, Yetunde Johnson, 
Managing Director, Slingshot 
Technologies, said the importance 
of the competition cannot be 
overemphasized as the children will 
be decision makers tomorrow, 
hence the need to know the 
fundamentals of the subject matter 
through competitions like DSA's 
essay. 

The Star Prize winner of the 2015 
Etisalat-DigitalsENSE Students 
Essay Competition is a 100 Level 
Electronic Engineering student of 
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screen when the phone is idle. 
Customers can subscribe to the 
content by clicking on the messages 
displayed on phone screen. 


the University of Nigeria Nsukka 
(UNN), Mr. Nicodemus Chidera 
Onah, who went home with a 
laptop; the second prize also went to 
another UNN student studying 
English and Literature, Mr. Kizito 
Chijioke Onah who won a Tablet, 
while the third prize went to 
Blessing Oghenetijiri Ekpobadarho, 
a 400 Level student of Niger Delta 
University in Bayelsa State who was 
unavoidably absent due to logistics 
problems. 

Her prize, a high grade smart phone 
will be presented to her next week 
Thursday in Lagos. 

Receiving the award, Kizito thanked 
Etisalat and DigitalSENSE for their 
innovation and said he is happy with 
what he won. He also said that by 
13th of next month he will be going 
to Abuja for an NCC organized essay 
competition as a finalist. While the 
Star Prize winner Nicodemus 
expressed excitement over the prize 
and pledged to remain good student 
as Frisalat-DigitalSENSE Student 
Ambassador. 
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Middle East Cyber 
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CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION 


Conference Overview 
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First Bank Nigeria Partners With EKSU 


A high level delegation from the First 
Bank Nigeria Plc led by the Executive 
Director Mr. Gbenga Shobo has 
visited the Management of Ekiti 
State University on areas of 
strengthening existing infrastructure 
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First Bank Delegation visits EKSU, meets the Acting VC 


on Information Communication 
Technology. 

Mr. Gbenga Shobo who led the team 
said First Bank Nigeria Plc is pleased 
with the achievement recorded with 
the EKSU edu-portal which is run by 


the financial institution adding that 
the next stage is to upgrade the facility 
to include e-learning platform that 
will benefit the students. 

The First Bank official explained 
further that the edu-portal can 
incorporate details of students’ 
transcripts from entry point of 
admission to graduating year. 

The Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
Academic, Prof Ibiyinka Ogunlade 
who represented the Vice- 
Chancellor, Prof. Oladipo Aina 
thanked the First Bank Team for their 
cooperation and described the 
relationship between EKSU and First 
Bank as beneficial. 

Prof. Ogunlade however explained 
that there is need for both partners to 
discuss the way forward to strengthen 
the existing relationship 


GTBank App 
brings touchID 
login support 
and more 
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Guaranty Trust Bank's mobile app got 
bumped up via an update with a few 
new features. First and probably most 
important for iPhone users, is the 
ability to log into the app without 
having to type your password thanks 
to Apple's built-in touchID a feature 
that made it to the Diamond Bank app 
in time past. While the android app 
also gets the same update, it is unclear 
if the android version also supports 
the fingerprint scanner on devices like 
the Samsung Galaxy S5. 

Besides the touch ID update, the 
GTBank also app gets new login 
screens, a requests & complaint form 
and support for GTBank Kenya. 

Also, the SME market hub and Ndani 
TV are now integrated into the app 
(actually both just open an in-app 


browser) and now you can also now 
view a history of your bill payments 
from within the app. 

A few bugs have been apparently 
squashed as well, however using the 
new one throws upa few new bugs, for 
instance, login in now takes a lot 
longer and it does fail to login a lot 
more often. The UI transitions are also 
a bit sluggish and on a couple of 
occasions actually got stuck halfway 
between the login screen and the 
dashboard (on the android app). 

That said, the UI refresh is welcome. If 
you haven't gotten the update yet, you 
should go check it out. You will find 
the updates at the following links: 
iOS, android, BlackBerry 10 (There are 
two different GIBank Apps on 
BlackBerry World. 
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Nigeria Communications Commission (NCC) 


Profile 

The Nigerian Communications 
Commission is the independent National 
Regulatory Authority for the 
telecommunications industry in Nigeria. 
The Commission is responsible for 
creating an enabling environment for 
competition among operators in the 
industry as well as ensuring the 
provision of qualitative and efficient 
telecommunications services throughout 
the country. 

Over the years NCC has earned a 
reputation as a foremost Telecom 
regulatory agency in Africa. The 
Commission is hoping to catalyze the 
use of ICT'S for different aspect of 
national development. The Commission 
has initiated several programs such as 
State Accelerated Broadband Initiative 
(SABI) and Wire Nigeria Project (WIN) 
to help stimulate demand and accelerate 
the uptake of ICT tools and services 
necessary for the enthronement of a 
knowledge society in Nigeria. 

In order to achieve its mandate, the 
Commission has put in place the 
necessary licensing and regulatory 
framework for the supply of 
telecommunications services. 


Vision 

An information rich environment, 
comparable globally in quality 
telecommunications service provision, 
regulated by a responsive, world-class 
organization. 


Mission 

To support a market driven 
telecommunications industry and 
promote universal access. We will 
achieve this through the consistent 
enforcement of clear and fair policies 
that protect stakeholders, ensure 
efficient resource management, share 
industry best practices and deliver 
affordable, quality telecommunications 
services. 


Functions of the NCC 

The facilitation of investments in and 
entry into the Nigerian market for 
provision and supply of 
communications services, equipment 
and facilities. 

The protection and promotion of the 
interests of consumers against unfair 
practices including but not limited to 
matters relating to tariffs and charges for 
and the availability and quality of 
communications services, equipment 
and facilities. 

Ensuring that licensees implement 
and operate at all times the most efficient 
and accurate billing system. 

The promotion of fair competition 
in the communications industry and 
protection of communications services 
and facilities providers from misuse of 
market power or anti-competitive and 
unfair practices by other service or 
facilities providers or equipment 
suppliers. 

Granting and renewing 
communications licences whether or not 
the licences themselves provide for 
renewal in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act and monitoring 
and enforcing compliance with licence 
terms and conditions by licensees. 

Proposing and effecting 
amendments to licence conditions in 
accordance with the objectives and 
provisions of this Act. 

Fixing and collecting fees for grant 
of communications licences and other 
regulatory services provided by the 
Commission. 

The development and monitoring of 
performance standards and indices 
relating to the quality of telephone and 
other communications services and 
facilities supplied to consumers in 
Nigeria having regard to the best 
international performance indicators. 

Making and enforcement of such 
regulations as may be necessary under 
this Act to give full force and effect to the 
provisions of this Act. 

Management and administration of 
frequency spectrum for the 


communications sector and assisting the 
National Frequency Management 
(NFM) Council in developing a national 
frequency plan. 

Development, management and 
administration of a national numbering 
plan and electronic addresses plan and 
the assignment of numbers and 
electronic addresses there from to 
licensees. 

Proposing, adopting, publishing and 
enforcing technical specifications and 
standards for the importation and use of 
communications equipment in Nigeria 
and for connecting or interconnecting 
communications equipment and 
systems. 

The formulation and management of 
Nigeria's inputs into the setting of 
international technical standards for 
communications services and 
equipment. 

Carrying out type approval tests on 
communications equipment and issuing 
certificates on the basis of technical 
specifications and standards prescribed 
from time to time by the Commission. 

Encouraging and promoting 
infrastructure sharing amongst licensees 
and providing regulatory guidelines 
thereon. 

Examining and resolving 
complaints and objections filed by and 
disputes between licensed operators, 
subscribers or any other person involved 
in the communications industry, using 
such dispute-resolution methods as the 
Commission may determine from time 
to time including mediation and 
arbitration. 

Preparation and implementation of 
programmes and plans that promote and 
ensure the development of the 
communications industry and the 
provision of communications services in 
Nigeria. 

Designing, managing and 
implementing Universal Access strategy 
and programme in accordance with 
Federal Government's general policy 
and objectives thereon. 

Advising the Minister on the 
formulation of the general policies for 


the communications industry and 
generally on matters relating to the 
communications industry in the exercise 
of the Minister's functions and 
responsibilities under this Act. 

Implementation of the 
Government's general policies on 
communications industry and the 
execution of all such other functions and 
responsibilities as are given to the 
Commission under this Act or are 
incidental or related thereto. 

Generally advising and assisting 
communications industry stakeholders 
and practitioners with a view to the 
development of the industry and 
attaining the objectives of this Act and its 
subsidiary legislation. 

Representation of Nigeria at 
proceedings of international 
organisations and fora on matters 
relating to regulation of communications 
and matters ancillary and connected 
thereto. 

The general responsibility for 
economic and technical regulation of the 
communications industry. 


Objectives of the NCC 

To promote the implementation of 
the national communications or 
telecommunications policy as may from 
time to time be modified and amended. 

To establish a regulatory framework 
for the Nigerian communications 
industry and for this purpose to create an 
effective, impartial and independent 
regulatory authority. 

To promote the provision of modern, 
universal, efficient, reliable, affordable 
and easily accessible communications 
services and the widest range thereof 
throughout Nigeria. 

To encourage local and foreign 
investments in the Nigerian 
communications industry and the 
introduction of innovative services and 
practices in the industry in accordance 
with international best practices and 
trends. 

To ensure fair competition in all 
sectors of the Nigerian communications 
industry and also encourage 


participation of Nigerians in the 
ownership, control and management of 
communications companies and 
organisations. 

To encourage the development of a 
communications manufacturing and 
supply sector within the Nigerian 
economy and also encourage effective 
research and development efforts by all 
communications industry practitioners. 

To protect the rights and interest of 
service providers and consumers within 
Nigeria. 

To ensure that the needs of the 
disabled and elderly persons are taken 
into consideration in the provision of 
communications services. 

To ensure an efficient management 
including planning, coordination, 
allocation, assignment, registration, 
monitoring and use of scarce national 
resources in the communications sub- 
sector, including but not limited to 
frequency spectrum, numbers and 
electronic addresses, and also promote 
and safeguard national interests, safety 
and security in the use of the said scarce 
national resources. 


Powers of the NCC 

The Powers of the Nigerian 
Communications Commissions is 
derived from Section 3 of the the 
Nigerian Communications Acts (NCA) 
of 2003 

Giving written directions to 
licensees. 

Consulting with Consumers, 
commercial and industrial 
organizations. 

Delegating its functions to a 
Committee constituted by it. 

Summoning persons to appear 
before the Commission. 

Entering into contracts with any 
company, firm or persons. 

Establishing and maintaining 
subsidiaries to enable the discharge of 
its functions. 

With regard to licensing, the NCC 
has been granted powers including the 
following: 

With Issuance of licences and 


Head Office 


imposition of terms and conditions on 
licences. 

Variation or revocation of a 
Condition of licence. 

Consulting with affected licensees 
before bringing into force an obligation 
which may be onerous on the licensee. 

Approving guidelines for keeping of 
accounts and cost allocation formula of 
licensees. 

Inspection of licensees’ books of 
accounts. 

Granting or revoking of permits for 
connection of customer equipment. 

Determination of principles to guide 
interconnection arrangements between 
operators. 

Determination of services and new 
undertakings eligible for licensing from 
time to time. 


Organisational Structure 

The Nigerian Communications 
Commission's organisational structure is 
comprised of Fifteen (15) departments, 
including the Four (4) departments under 
the Human Capital & Infrastructure 
Group. 

The Executive Vice Chairman (EVC) is 
the Chief Executive Officer of the 
Commission and directly oversees nine 
(9) departments, including the Human 
Capital & Infrastructure Group, and the 
independent Internal Audit Unit. 

The Executive Commisioner - Technical 
Services (ECTS) directly supervise the 
departments charged with the oversight 
of technical standards, spectrum and 
engineering issues governing the 
Nigerian telecommunications industry. 
The Executive Commissioner - 
Stakeholder Management (ECSM) 
directly supervises the departments 
charged with addressing the needs of 
telecommunications industry 
stakeholders including vendors, service 
providers and consumers. 

The Board of Commissioners, of which 
the EVC and the two Executive 
Commisioners are members, is charged 
with the governance of the Nigerian 
Communications Commission and has 
oversight functions over all of the 
Commission's activities. 
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Active Telephone Lines Hit 146m In May NCC 


The Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC) said the 
active Telephone lines in the nation's telecommunications 
industry stood at 146,561,744 in the month of May. 

The chart revealed that the Tele-density of the country's 
telecommunications industry increased to 104.69 per cent in 
May, from 103.91 per cent in the month of April. 

Tele-density statistics measure the percentage of a country's 
population with access to telecommunications services, as 
determined from the subscriber base. 

The NCC on a population of 140 million people currently 
calculates Nigeria's Tele-density. 


The report shows that there was an increase of 0.78 per cent in 
the Tele-density of Nigeria in May. 

The commission made this known in its Monthly Subscriber 
Data was published on its website. 

According to the reports, the active lines in Nigeria were 
145,476,326 for the month of April. 

The figure increased by 1,085,418 in May, the NCC said. 
According to the data, 144,386,841 of the 146,561,744 active 
numbers subscribe to the Global System for Mobile 
Communications (GSM) network services. 

The GSM operators increased their active customers by 
1,329,607 as against the 143,057,234 subscribers they recorded 
in April. 

The Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA) operators had 
1,993,278 active users in May, indicating a decline of 241,024 
from the 2,234,302 customers they had in April. 

Also, the monthly subscriber data showed that the Fixed 
Wired/Wireless networks' consumers reduced to 181,625 in 
May, after losing the 3,165 customers they recorded from the 
184,790 data for April. 

Inarelated development, the NCC says that over 88.13million 
Nigerians currently browse the Internet on telecoms 
networks inthe country. 

The NCC's monthly Internet subscriber data for the month of 
May showed that there was an increase of 1,131,775 internet 
users on the GSM and networks in May. There was no data for 
the CDMA networks. 

Also, out of the 88.13 million Internet users recorded on the 
GSM networks in May, MIN Nigeria had 40.8 million 
customers browsing the Internet onits network. 


NCC Tennis League: Team Tombim Beat Team Anambra 


the Abuja National Stadium tennis courts. 


Henry Atseye beat Nnaemeka Achusim 6-2, 6-1 while Moses Michael 
beat Augustine Nwokedi 6-1, 6-2 in the first singles matches. 

In the reverse singles, Henry Atseye defeated Tochukwu Ezeh 6-4, 6-2 
and Moses Michael beat Chimezie Onyejiaka 6-2, 7-5. 

The Anambra team fought back to win the men’s doubles where 
Achusim and Nwokedi beat Christian Paul and Onyeka Mbanu in three 
sets. 

Sarah Adegoke came through a difficult first set to beat Lovette Donatus 
7-6, 6-2 and the pair of Paul and Christie Nwankwo wrapped up the tie 
sets victory over Achusim and Donatus in the mixed doubles. 

The NCC Tennis League, which is offering a total prize money of 11 
million naira with the winner taking home five million naira, is currently 
inthe round robin phase. 

The competition is being sponsored by the Nigeria Communications 
Commission (NCC). 


Okocha-NCC-Tennis-Cup 


Team Tombim, featuring former national champion, 
Henry Atseye, overpowered Team Anambra 6-1 in their 
second round robin match of the NCC Tennis League at 


NCC release new guidelines 
for SIM replacement 


The Nigerian Communications Commission(NCC) released 
anew process of replacing faulty, damaged, stolen or lost SIM 
card. The new set of process for the SIM replacement 
(welcome back as widely called by people) is somehow strict 
compare to the former process of SIM replacement. Any SIM 
to be replaced must have been registered in accordance with 


the Registration of Telephone Subscribers 
Regulation 2011. Also, any subscriber, wishing to 
replace a SIM card must be present in person or 
authorise a proxy with a Letter of Authority. An 
exception to this is made for those replacing their 
SIM card througha secured online portal. 

A subscriber must present a valid photo 
identification such as driver's licence, national 
identification card, voter card or an identification 
letter from a traditional ruler and religious leader. A 
subscriber is also required to present the SIM pack 
or other evidence of direct purchase/ownership of 
the SIM card in question and where that is not 
available, an affidavit, attesting to the ownership 
and loss of the SIM, must be provided. Head of Legal 
Services at NCC, Mrs. Yetunde Akinloye, said the 
tough process had become necessary in order to stop 
fraudulent swapping of SIM cards by people, who 
were not authorised to do so by genuine SIM card 
subscribers. 


NCC organises Workshop For Jud 
And Telecommunication Industry 


Emerging regulatory and legal issues in the areas of cyber 
security, electronic waste infrastructure are key issues 
on the front burner of a two day workshop held in 
Calabar on Legal issues in the telecommunications 
industry for Judges across the country. 

The workshop was organised by Nigeria 
Communications Commission in partnership with the 
National Judicial Institute with the aim of updating 
judicial officers on developments in the 
telecommunication industry as well as creating avenue 
for participants to brainstorm on topical issues relating 
tothe sector which have potential legal consequences. 
With the theme, “Contemporary Issues in The 
Telecommunication; What Role For The Judiciary”, the 
Chief judge of the federation and chairman board of 
Governors National Judicial Commission represented 


by Justice Okoi Ikpi Itam said collaboration between the 
Nigeria communication Commission and the National 
Judicial Institute, create a bundle of frontiers that keep 
the judicial officers abreast of continues innovation in 
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ges On Cyber Security 


the telecom sector. 

The workshop which drew judges from various courts 
in the federation featured panel discussions, lectures 
and question and answer sections. 
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L-R DG NITDA, Mr. Peter Jack, Chief marketing officer, ISON Opemipo Alebiosu and the Vice President 
and Site Head, Mr. Rajesh Sirkeck discussing the modalities for partnership in Business Process 
Outsourcing BPO in Abuja. 


An Indian based Business Process 
Outsourcing firm, ISON has indicated 
interest to enter into long term 
mutually beneficial relationship with 
the National Information technology 
Development Agency NITDA in 
Business Process Outsourcing. 

The partnership would create 4000 
jobs for Nigerian Youth in the 
outsourcing subsector of ICT. 
Disclosing this at NITDA 
headquarter, the Vice President and 
Site head of ISON, Mr. Rajesh Sirkeck 
said ‘the partnership would ensure we 
utilize our collective synergies to 
positively impact on Nigerian youths 
and business with reference to 
Information Technology and 
outsourcing Processes. 

He stated that the training would 
specially focus on IT essential which 
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would be sufficient for them to work 
as call centres agents for 
communication companies adding 
that the company has trained 1400 
Nigerian Youths. 

He said the company offers 
opportunity for government to train 
the youths of the country for 
employability adding that they have 
found out that what they lacked is 
requisite knowledge of ICT 

“The need for partnership with 
government agency becomes 
imperative in order for us to expand 
the scope and number of trainees. 
Right now we have office in Ibadan 
Oyo state but we want a national 
spread for the training and we identify 
NITDA as an Agency with Business 
Process Outsourcing. 

There are challenges that are 


to Create 4million Jobs 
Outsourcing 


inhibiting our operation which we 
believe forming a synergy with 
government agency will resolve. The 
infrastructure challenge, security and 
space to expand the training centres 
are part of the challenges confronting 
us. 

In his response, the Director General 
of the Agency, Mr. Peter Jack 
welcomed the idea of the partnership, 
adding that training youths on 
Business Process Outsourcing is one 
of the projects that is dear to the 
Agency. 

He said the Agency would sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding with 
ISON to spell out the rules of 
engagement between the two and seal 
the relationship by formulating 
framework for the engagement. 

He said NITDA would look at the 
challenges the company identified and 
look for way to ameliorate it to achieve 
the objectives of training the youths. 
He assured them that by the time they 
sign the Memorandum of 
Understanding, ISON could explore 
the NITDA's Rural Information 
Centres across the Country as call 
centres and at the same time use them 
for training of the youths in these 
communities. 

He said using the centres for calls and 
training would increase capacity 
building and foster their 
sustainability to reflect the business 
modelinitiative. 

On infrastructure, NITDA would 
collaborate with NigComSat to 
deploy broadband to these centres and 
proffer alternative backup with fibre 
optic. He added that a lot has been 
done to improve electricity in the 
country but the renewable energy like 
solar would also be explored. 
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Benue State Gov. Samuel Ortom and Peter Jack DG NITDA Some management staff of NITDA with Benue State 
photograph during his visit Governor 
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Benue State Gov Samuel Ortom visit DG NITDA 
Peter Jack in his office 


Gov. Ortom Sam. and Peter Jack visit solar kiosk 
constructed by NITDA 


Coporate Watch 


Yudala redifines offline retail, launches in ground style 


From London to Los Angeles, retail shops 
are common features of these Cities life 
experiences and now Lagos has joined the 
train with the launch of Yudala, Nigeria's 
first true composite retail chain. The 
successful launch of its Offline Division 
with the official commissioning of two 
Experience Stores at Medical Road, Ikeja 
and The Palms, Lekki as well as two 
Smart stores on Idowu Martins Street, 
Victoria Island and Redemption 
Crescent, Gbagada drew the attention of 
many in Lagos. The well-attended event, 
which attracted Nigerians from all walks 
of life including bank CEOs, captains of 
industry, representatives of Corporate 
Nigeria and A-list artistes such as lyanya 
and Naeto-C, saw huge crowds of excited 
shoppers taking advantage of the massive 
discounts and freebies on offer including 
free phones for every purchase above 
N20, 000. 

According to the Group Managing 
Director and CEO of Access Bank Plc., 
Herbert Wigwe who cut the tape to 
officially open the Experience Store at 
The Palms, Yudala is truly a retail 
revolution worth partnering with. 

“I am delighted to be here today to 
witness the launch of Yudala. The 
ambience is world class which gives a lot 
of hope that young Nigerian 
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entrepreneurs are redefining standards. 
There is a lot to be excited about 
especially when you consider the huge 
impact Yudala will have on small 
businesses and households in the 
informal sector. We must also not lose 
sight of the potential effects on the 
Nigerian economy in extension. At 
Access Bank, we are empowering and 
expanding the capacity of SMEs and the 
emergence of Yudala certainly provides 
many areas of partnership which will 
undoubtedly rub off positively on this 
crucial sector,” he stated. 

This line of thought was echoed by the 
Publisher, Vanguard Newspapers, Mr. 


The ambience is world 
class which gives a lot 
of hope that young 
Nigerian entrepreneurs 


are redefining standards. 


There is a lot to be 
excited about especially 
when you consider the 
huge impact Yudala 
will have on small 
businesses... 


Sam Amuka who cut the tape to usher in 
the guests and throngs of enthusiastic 
visitors at the Ikeja outlet. 

“I must commend the ingenious 
inspiration behind the Yudala dream. 
Nigeria is ripe for the revolution in retail 
business which Yudala offers. 

Vice President, Yudala Retail Stores, Mr. 
Stanley Uzoechina, affirms that Yudala is 
the answer to the demands of the 21" 
Century, with its emphasis on skill and 
style. In his view, Yudala is a huge 
platform which re-defines the concept of 
offline retail. 

“First, we are bringing trust into the 
business space. When you buy Yudala, 
you are buying peace of mind as all our 
products are genuine and come directly 
from the Original Equipment 
Manufacturers. There is also the 
additional incentive of All Risks cover 
(except theft) from Sovereign Trust 
Insurance when you buy Yudala. We are 
the first business in which Management 
takes responsibility for every product 
bought from or delivered by us. This is 
Revolution. 

“Also, we have a road-map to reach the 
millions of unreached Nigerians in the 
hinterlands and rural areas. Management 
and Board has approved the launch of 10 
additional stores nationwide before the 
end of August 2015 and by June 2017, 151 
Yudala Stores will go live. This figure will 
increase to 512 Stores by June 2019. In no 
time, there will be a Yudala Store in 
virtually every local government council 
inthe country. 

“After-sales support is another core area 
of the Yudala Revolution. You no longer 
have to endure uncertainties when you 
have a challenge with purchased 
products. We are providing support for 
both warranty and out-of-warranty 
products even for those bought from our 
Online Division with our in-house Tech 
Gurus at every Experience Store. 

“We will gradually roll out other product 
lines including Consumer Lifestyle, 
Urbane Fashion, Healthy Living range, 
Consumer Electronics and many others 
in phases. Yudala is a platform for the 
biggest brands that will improve the lives 
of every Nigerian,” he concluded. 
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UNVEILING THE YUDALA REVOLUTION: CEO, Access Bank, Publisher, Vanguard Newspapers, Mr. Sam Amuka 


Herbert Wigwe (middle) with him are the Vice President, (right) leads other guests at the opening of its 
Yudala Retail Stores, Mr. Stanley Uzoechina (left) and Chairman, Experience Store at Medical Road, Ikeja. With him 
Zinox Group, Dr. Leo Stan Ekeh at the Yudala Offline Division are (from left) Chairman, Zinox Group, Dr. Leo Stan 
Launch of its Experience Store at The Palms, Lekki Ekeh, veteran journalists and founding members of 


Newswatch, Ray Ekpu and Dan Agbese; VP, Yudala 
Retail Stores, Mr. Stanley Uzoechina and Head, 
Human Resources and Admin., Mr. Kalu Uduma. 
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Left - Chairman, Zinox Group, Dr. Leo Stan Ekeh with 
Veteran ICT Broadcast Journalist & President, TMC, 
Dr. Bayero Agabi 
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Left - Wright: RnB Star, Nyanya, Chairman, Zinox Group, 
Dr. Leo Stan Ekeh at the Yudala Offline Division 
Launch of its Experience Store at The Palms, Lekki 
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Tech Minds 


Top 8 Nigerian Tech Innovators 


There are so many smart people in the country that a lot of us do not know about. we focus on the 
international tech superstars like Bill Gates and Mark Zuckerberg without understanding that we 
have the likes of them here. we decided to show you the top 8 tech minds in Nigeria. 


The list is as follows in no particular order. 


SEYI TAYLOR 


Born 32 years ago is one of Nigeria's greatest 
young minds, Chief Creative Officer of his sole 
owned Noah69 Company, and also owns an 
online advertising service based in Lagos by the 
name Bloovue. Though he studied medicine, he 
finds himself knee deep in the IT sector. He is 
also one of the National winners of the 2007 
International Young Design Entrepreneur Award. 
As seen on his about me on Statmyweb he says 
“In a former life, | was a medical doctor. In this 


LOY OKEZIE 


He is the Founder and Chief 
Editor at TechLoy and also Co- 
Founder at Sowambe. He also 
holds positions at Technology 
Times and Memeburn as 
Columnist and Contributor 
respectively. He has also worked 
at Timbuktu Media Ltd, 
ConnectNgeria.com and Crexia 
Consulting. Loy Okezie has a 
background in Business 
Development and Strategy. He 
was appointed as a Web 2.0 
industry expert at 
ITNewsAfrica.com in 2008. He 


also has milestones to his name. 


one, I'm an entrepreneur based in Africa 
working in technology, design & branding.” 


JASON NJOKU 


As he wrote on his profile “I am 
a Igbo-Kung Fu Samurai Warrior 
Geek” and he has really proven 
to be one. He is the Founder of 
iROKOtv.com | would say a 
localized version of the Netflix. 
lrokotv.com recently got funding 
from Tiger global worth 
$8million. He is also the 
Founder of iROKING.com, a 
music streaming service and 
IROKO Partners. He Had his 
tertiary education at the 
University of Manchester but 
he's a true Nigerian who is 
making us proud. 


EMEKA OKOYE 


He is the Chief Technology 
Officer / Co-Founder at Next2, 
Mobile Application Program 
Manager at storySpaces.org, 
Consultant at Zada Nigeria 
Limited, CEO/Senior 
Application Developer at 
Vikantti Nigeria Limited and 
to add to the list; former 
General Manager (West 
Africa) at OpenLink Software, 
former Chief Technology 
Officer at Nigeria Exchange, 
Consultant at Infoweb Nigeria 
Limited Software Engineer at 
Soft Solutions Limited as 
seen on linkedIn. That's a lot 
to behold. He also possesses 
a lot of experience in Web 2.x 
and various programming 
languages and was among 
the top 10 Most Influential 
People in Nigeria. 


AHMAD MUKOSHY 
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GBENGA SESAN 


Gbenga studied Electronics and Electrical Engineering at Obafemi Awolowo 
University and has also received training from notable institutions which 
includes Oxford, Harvard and Santa Clara Universities to mention but a few. 
He was appointed Nigeria's first Information Technology Youth Ambassador 
in October 2001. He has been consulted widely for numerous organizations, 
including Harvard University, Microsoft, Res Publica, Freedom House, 
International Telecommunications Union, Heinrich Boll Foundation and 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). He is the 
Executive Director of Paradigm Initiative Nigeria and was the pioneer 
Program Manager of Lagos Digital Village, a multi-stakeholder tele-center 
project that provides training, research and mentorship opportunities for 


underserved youth in Nigeria. 


From his my-onepage contact he 
states: “Formerly a co-founder of 
OnePage. | am Nigerian. My life's 
goal is to inspire a new cadre of 
Nigerian Internet Entrepreneurs 
through education and mentoring.” 
He is Nigerian and he is proud of it, 
No wonder he is referred to as OO 
the Nigerian. 

The man who once attempted to kill 
the business card with myonepage 
is currently trying his hands in the 
music in the music industry with 
Gbedu.fm. He also manages a 
personal blog. Check it out 
oothenigerian.com. 


The 22 years old has been a Web 
developer since the age of 14. He 
has so many works to his name but 
to mention the few most notable will 
be yrn.me_ url shortner, 
yarnable.com Twitter like social 
network (sold to MobiQue), clickbit 
online javascript game, and recently 
GigaLayer A web hosting 
company(formerly aimtech). He has 
been in the frontline of web 
development in Nigeria and 
participated in notable events such 
as the Garage48, which saw the 
launch of flippii.com Another social 
network based on ideas. Currently 
doing his Youth service, who knows 
what this young man has in stock for 
us when he fully enters into the 
labour market. 


He is the Co-Founder of MoMo 
Nigeria, buynownow and 
dudumobile, he had his tertiary 
education at Obafemi Awolowo 
University and also trained at the 
Lagos Business School and Project 
Management College. He was 
former head of Business 
Development at the Hedonmark 
Group, ex-Team lead at duduPAY 
limited and ex-Product 
Development manager at MTech 
Communications PLC. His 
specialties include but not limited 
to, Information Technology, 
Business Development, 
Consultancy, networking, adding 
value and making money. 


TECHtrends 


Ola'lekan Babatunde 
@Lekanbabx 
Lekanbabx@yahoo.com 


Internet of a 


Smart Tra nsport 


Smart Farming 


Teemed everyday with virtual 
presence of millions of the world 
populace via the use of cell phones, 
PC, laptops, IPad, etc., the Internet 
has evolve to become unarguably one 
of man's most pervasive 
technological inventions; and one 
that will be all enduring in the 
coming years, especially now that 
not a little portion of our daily 
activities anchor round it one way or 
the other. There's been no such 
technology that have invaded people 
and engaged them much as the 
internet does both in their 
professional and personal life. 

Since the advent of the Internet 
several years back, the number of 
people online has gone explosively 
high and still growing; becoming the 
epicenter of communication and 
social interaction. Most companies, 
governments, agencies, 
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corporations, not-for-profits, and 
even individuals have taken their 
businesses and activities online to 
the extent that certain traditionally 
onsite tasks are now being 
performed on the internet. 

It is no surprise therefore that the 
internet is fast leaving behind its 
limitation garb of a traditional 
community of computers 
networked to interact virtually with 
one another via the World Wide 
Web using IP addresses and 
browsers that enable us navigate 
through tons of data - texts, 
graphics, videos and other items on 
this information superhighway, to 
embrace the stage where interaction 
extend to physical objects like cars, 
buildings, animals, roads/highways, 
appliances which are assigned IP 
addresses and embedded with 
sensors that give them the ability to 


independently detect one another 
and communicate wirelessly via Wi- 
Fi; gathering, analyzing, and 
responding to information in real 
time with no human input along the 
process line. 

The Iot is here, some devices to set 
up IoT are already available, check 
www.blesh.com. At advance state, 
the IoT will help smart up our life. 
Our homes could become efficient 
by carrying out functions like 
opening and closing doors or 
windows, putting on lights, re- 
stocking the refrigerator, and 
become more secure as it will be able 
to identify and prevent 
unauthorized entry all by itself. The 
IoT will help to curb crimes in our 
cities by helping law enforcement 
with adequate and useful real time 
information; enhance monitoring of 
events like weather change or crisis 
situations, highways can help 
vehicle navigation by sending useful 
information about traffic jams, or 
unexpected occurrences like an 
accident. These are just few of what 
IoT is capable of achieving, the 
possibilities are endless. 

Initial skepticism and obstacles like 
the restriction of the IPv4 has been 
surmounted with the flexibility of 
IPv6 which have no restriction on 
the number of IP addresses that can 
be created. This will make the loT 
phenomenon, which have been 
deployed within few commercial 
and industrial environments, spread 
up earlier than anticipated, covering 
larger number of objects that might 
one day include humans! So brace 
yourself for the new level internet 
that will turn everything around us 
“smart” and discoverable online. 
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